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With our exceptional faculty and staff, outstanding research facilities and access to a variety of 
habitats and environments, KBS embodies this theme of the MSU Capital Campaign.

In this report we focus on people and programs that highlight the strength of our faculty, how 
we work together with others at MSU and in the community to empower individuals, and how our 
research and outreach programs affect our community.  I hope you find those we have included in 
this report interesting and noteworthy. Our success is dependent on the extent to which we serve and 
welcome the community in and around KBS, from our local neighbors to our global guests.

Our partnership with local schools is growing to include more elementary teachers and urban 
communities. With this, the grounds of the Manor House Estate have become a way to showcase how 
the schoolyard can be used to teach science outdoors. The Bird Sanctuary continues to be a focal 
point for visitors and many are taking advantage of the expanded trails there. 

We are committed to providing opportunities for students and community members to learn 
about the world around them through educational and research experiences. Our summer academic 
programs are growing, and we are working to develop Citizen Science programs in collaboration 
with Michigan Natural Feature Inventory that will involve community members in locally and globally 
relevant research. We want to share our enthusiasm for science with learners of all ages!

We are committed to fulfilling the “legacy of conservation and commitment to sustainability” that 
defines KBS and makes us a truly unique and important asset to MSU and this community. Partnerships 
and support from donors helps us to continue to play an important role in the community. With your 
support, we look forward to another active and exciting year at W.K. Kellogg Biological Station.

KBS’S committed and talented Staff, faculty and StudentS have accompliShed the 
extraordinary and given the community and mSu much to Be proud of thiS year.

•	 Dr.	 Steve	 Hamilton	 received	 two	 prestigious	 awards.	
In	November	2014	he	 received	 the	Service	and	Civic	
Engagement	Award	from	Michigan	State,	and	in	March	
2015	he	was	the	recipient	of	the	Society	for	Freshwater	
Science’s	Environmental	Stewardship	Award.

•	 The	 W.K.	 Kellogg	 Farm	 hosted	 the	 Extending	 the	
Grazing	Season	Workshop,	attended	by	27	farmers	from	
throughout	 the	Midwest,	 educating	 them	on	different	
approaches	to	pasture	management.

•	 Levi	 Storks,	 KBS	 undergraduate	 alumnus	 (MSU	
Zoology	major),	 received	 the	prestigious	MSU	Board	
of	Trustees	Award	for	his	academic	achievement.

•	 Four	 KBS	 graduate	 students	 (Jakob	 Nalley,	 Tomomi	
Suwa,	Bonnie	McGill	 and	Dustin	Kincaid)	 attended	 the	
National	 Conference	 and	 Global	 Forum	 on	 Science,	
Policy	and	the	Environment	in	Washington,	D.C.	Support	
for	the	students	to	attend		this	meeting	was	provided	by	
discretionary	funds	from	private	donors	for	the	Director.

•	 KBS	Event	Coordinator	Nicole	Kokx	was	named	MSU’s	
College	 of	 Agriculture	 &	 Natural	 Resources	 (CANR)	
2014-2015	Outstanding	Staff	Member.

•	 KBS	 received	 funding	 from	 the	 National	 Science	
Foundation	 for	 the	 Research	 Experience	 for	
Undergraduates	program	for	three	years,	which	offers	
full-time	KBS	research	opportunities	to	undergraduates.

•	 Bill	 and	Jeannette	Maxey	generously	established	 the	
Kellogg	Biological	Station	Graduate	Student	Research	
Fellowship	 Fund	 to	 support	 graduate	 students’	
research,	with	a	preference	for	aquatic	or	bird	research.

In	2015,	over	100	undergraduate	students	from	
all	over	the	country	came	to	KBS	for	summer	
courses,	internships	and	research	experiences.

The	W.K.	Kellogg	Bird	Sanctuary	received	an	
Interpretive	Project	Grant	from	the	National	
Association	for	Interpretation	(Region	4)	to	
improve	the	Pollinator	Garden	at	the	Sanctuary.	
The	funds	allowed	for	planting	more	native	
plants	in	the	garden,	and	the	addition	of	a	bee	
condominium	and	signs	developed	by	interns	
and	volunteers.

KBS	staff	collaborated	with	Gull	Lake	Community	
Schools	to	renovate	and	re-open	the	middle	
school’s	greenhouse,	giving	students	the	
opportunity	to	conduct	experiments	and	grow	
plants	for	the	community	farmers’	market.	The	
project	was	also	supported	by	the	GLCS	Foundation,	
Gull	Lake	United	Way	and	Boven’s	Greenhouse.

The	W.K.	Kellogg	Farm	received	Cropping	
System	certification	and	Livestock	and	Farmstead	
Systems	certifications	from	the	Michigan	
Agriculture	Environmental	Assurance	Program	
(MAEAP),	which	verifies	that	the	Farm	is	
working	to	protect	natural	resources	by	using	
environmentally	sound	practices.
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KBS Sources of Support
36% mSu general fund
26% BuSineSS accountS
26% grantS & allocationS 
6% mSu agBio & extenSion 
6% donor giftS & truSt

KBS donors
380 donorS
160 repeat donorS
35 long-term 

donorS 
(5+yearS)

has been invested 
in KBS endowed 

scholarships

$1.17 
milliono

ve
r

2014-2015 highlightS

   

the mission of the W.K. Kellogg Biological Station 
iS to increaSe our underStanding of natural and 

managed ecoSyStemS and their linKageS to Society.

“empoWer the extraordinary!”

on Behalf of all of uS at KBS - thanK you!

Dr. Katherine L. Gross

KBS Director

$58,636
of which was 

donated this year

Gifts to KBS endowments are particularly meaningful because they offer a dependable, 
perpetual source of funding. Endowments provide support that makes a sustainable 
difference in the work and lives of our students, faculty, and staff — by enhancing their 
education, research, daily work, and present and future excellence. Endowed gifts enable 
KBS to offer a truly world-class experience to all who come here. To learn more about 
supporting KBS, contact Sarah Carroll (269-671-2444) and givingtokbs@kbs.msu.edu.

Why endoWmentS?



Dr.	 Elena	 Litchman’s	 work	 is	
intellectually	 fascinating,	but	 it	 reaches	
beyond	an	academic	audience.	Litchman,	
a	KBS	professor	in	MSU’s	Department	of	
Integrative	Biology	(formerly	Zoology),	
is	 driven	 by	 her	 curiosity	 about	 the	
natural	 world	 and	 passion	 for	 globally	
applicable	research.

Litchman’s	enthusiasm	 for	 science	 is	
evident	when	she	talks	about	her		research.	
Her	focus	is	on	phytoplankton	(algae)	that	
live	in	freshwater	and	marine	ecosystems.	
These	 small	 organisms	 collectively	
contribute	 about	 50%	 of	 photosynthetic	
oxygen	production	on	earth.

“You	 can	 answer	 not	 only	 big	
ecological	questions	but	also	evolutionary	
questions,	which	is	really	exciting.	They’re	
not	 just	 pretty	 under	 the	 microscope	 -	
they’re	 really	 globally	 important,”	 said	
Litchman.	 “Without	 phytoplankton,	 life	
wouldn’t	be	possible.”

Much	 of	 Litchman’s	 research	 has	
explored	 how	 phytoplankton	 affect	
and	 are	 affected	 by	 the	 environment.		
Phytoplankton	 form	 the	 base	 of	 many	
food	 webs	 in	 most	 aquatic	 systems.	
Factors	that	affect	them	ripple	through	
the	whole	ecosystem.	

Litchman’s	 research	 includes	
studying	Gull	Lake	and	other	local	lakes	
to	study	the	relationship	between	climate	
change	and	harmful	 algal	 blooms.	One	
of	 her	 projects	 is	 a	 collaboration	 with		
faculty	in	MSU’s	College	of	Engineering,	

working	on	a	robotic	fish	that	can	gather	
data	on	water	quality.	The	 robots	have	
been	 deployed	 in	 several	 local	 lakes,	
including	Gull	Lake.

The	 data	 collected	 by	 the	 robotic	
fish	 will	 supplement	 those	 gathered	
by	 more	 time-consuming	 traditional	
methods.	 Together	 these	 data	 can	 be	
used	 to	 test	 models	 about	 conditions	
that	 precede	 harmful	 algal	 blooms	 in	
lakes,	 and	 help	 to	 predict	 when	 and	
where	these	blooms	may	occur.

One	 of	 Litchman’s	 most	 globally	
reaching	 research	 projects	 is	 on	 Lake	
Baikal	 in	 Siberia,	 Russia.	 Lake	 Baikal	
is	 the	 world’s	 oldest	 and	 deepest	 lake	
and	 is	home	 to	unique	endemic	species.	
Litchman	 and	 others	 are	 studying	 Lake	
Baikal’s	ecosystems’	response	to	warming.

“These	 species	 seem	 to	 be	 very	
sensitive	 to	 rising	 temperatures,	 and	
Lake	 Baikal	 is	 warming	 pretty	 fast,”	
said	 Litchman.	 “What	 we’re	 trying	 to	
do	 is	 assess	 whether	 these	 endemic	
species	 have	 the	 capacity	 to	 adapt	 to	
this	changing	climate	evolutionarily.	It’s	
novel	information.”

For	Lake	Baikal,	as	well	as	 the	 rest	
of	the	world,	the	role	of	phytoplankton	
in	climate	change	cannot	be	overstated.		
Litchman	conducts	scientifically	riveting	
research	that	has	real	consequences.	Her	
inspiring	and	impactful	research	mirrors	
her	character	as	a	scientist.

Litchman	 said,	 “It’s	 excitement	 for	

science,	on	a	fundamental	level,	because	
you	 are	 learning	 something	 about	 the	
universe,	from	a	purely	intellectual	point	
of	view.	At	the	same	time,	you	see	that	it	
is	relevant	to	society.”

Kirill	 Shchapov,	 a	 co-researcher	 on	
Litchman’s	Lake	Baikal	project,	came	to	
KBS	to	work	with	Litchman	as	a	visiting	
scholar	from	Russia.	Litchman	has	shown	
him	what	it	takes	to	be	a	great	scientist.

Shchapov	said,	“Elena	is	a	scientist	
with	 a	 passion	 and	 talent	 to	 reach	 out	
and	 collaborate	 with	 others.	 Thanks	
to	 her	 scientific	 ambition,	 vision	 and	
persistence,	 I	 gained	 international	
contacts	and	scientific	experience.”

Shchapov	 and	 the	 other	 graduate	
students	 in	 Litchman’s	 lab	 are	 inspired	
by	 her	 energy	 and	 work	 ethic.	 	 Jake	
Nalley,	 who	 is	
conducting	 research	
on	 algal	 biofuels	
grown	 on	 brewery	
wastewater,	 cites	
Litchman’s	excitement	
for	 learning	 as	 a	
motivator.

“I	 think	 her	
inquisitive	 nature	
has	 been	 the	 most	
transferable	skill	she	
has	passed	on,”	said	
Nalley.	 “Emulating	
this	 sense	 of	
eagerness	to	explore	

and	 understand	 has	 been	 inspirational	
and	driven	me	to	be	a	better	scientist.”

In	 addition	 to	 cultivating	 a	 strong	
culture	of	curiosity	in	her	lab,	Litchman	
values	 collaboration	 in	 her	 students’	
work.	 She	 enjoys	 seeing	 the	 results	 of	
their	combined	strengths	and	interests.

“I	 think	 my	 grad	 students	 are	
brilliant.	 They	 can	 learn	 more	 and	
accomplish	 more	 if	 they	 collaborate	
than	 if	 they	 just	 did	 their	 own	 thing,”	
said	Litchman.

Litchman	 leads	 by	 example.	 She	
excels	as	part	of	a	team	and	celebrates	
the	 successes	 of	 others.	 Her	 love	 of	
learning	 leads	 her	 toward	 innovative	
research,	 and	 she	 investigates	 on	 a	
microscopic	 level	 to	 find	 answers	 to	
some	of	the	world’s	biggest	questions.

Dr. ElEna litchman & co-rEsEarchErs at lakE Baikal
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hamilton 
leadS 

the Way 
to greater 

environmental 
SteWardShip

Hamilton	 was	 selected	 for	 SFS’s	
2015	 Environmental	 Stewardship	
Award	in	recognition	of	his	leadership	
in	 helping	 to	 restore	 the	 Kalamazoo	
River	 after	 the	 disastrous	 oil	 spill	 of	
2010.	Hamilton	is	considered	a	leader	
both	locally	and	nationally.

“The	 spill	 into	 the	 Kalamazoo	
River	 here	 was	 by	 far	 the	 biggest	
inland	 oil	 spill	 that’s	 ever	 occurred	
in	North	America,”	Hamilton	 said.	 “It	
happened	locally,	but	 it	 involved	city,	
county,	 state	 and	 federal	 officials	 in	
the	 cleanup.	 I’m	 in	 touch	 a	 lot	 with	
the	EPA	and	Michigan	Department	of	
Environmental	Quality.”

Hamilton	 is	 the	 director	 of	 the	
Kalamazoo	 River	 Watershed	 Council,	
which	 he	 lightheartedly	 refers	 to	 as	
a	 side	activity.	This	 role	 launched	his	
involvement	 in	 the	 oil	 spill	 cleanup.	
The	Watershed	Council	gives	him	the	
opportunity	 to	 collaborate	 with	 the	
community	to	improve	and	protect	the	
health	of	the	Kalamazoo	River.

He	 is	 committed	 to	 empowering	
others	toward	environmental	action.	In	
his	work	with	the	Watershed	Council,	
he	 raises	 public	 understanding	 of	
ecological	 issues	 through	 talks	 and	
individual	conversations.

“The	Kalamazoo	River	Watershed	
Council	 and	 the	 Kalamazoo	 River	
ecosystem	 have	 benefited	 greatly	
from	Dr.	Hamilton’s	 tireless	volunteer	
efforts,”	 said	 Jamie	 McCarthy,	
watershed	 coordinator	 for	 the		
Watershed	 Council.	 “His	 ability	 to	
take	the	skills	and	knowledge	from	his	
academic	 and	 research	 experiences	
and	use	 them	for	 real	world	problem	
solving	 has	 been	 invaluable	 to	 the	
Council	and	the	community.”

Hamilton	has	also	worked	with	the	
Gull	Lake	Quality	Organization	(GLQO),	
coordinating	 research	 done	 on	 the	
lake	 by	 MSU	 graduate	 student	 Jeff	
White	and	GLQO	members.	Hamilton’s	
willingness	 to	 share	 his	 knowledge	
and	experience	is	appreciated	by	Mike	
Gallagher,	a	board	member	for	GLQO.

Gallagher	said,	“Steve	has	helped	
us	tremendously	by	being	on	our	water	
quality	committee	and	never	hesitating	
to	share	his	knowledge	with	us.	He	has	
a	 great	 way	 of	 communicating	 with	
riparians,	students	and	scientists.	KBS	
is	 lucky	to	have	Steve	and	so	are	the	
people	in	the	Gull	Lake	watershed.”

Hamilton	 is	 known	 for	 his	
ecological	 expertise	 locally	 and	
globally.	 His	 research	 is	 primarily	 on	
the	 ecology	 of	 rivers	 and	 streams,	
which	has	led	to	studying	agricultural	
landscapes	 through	 the	 LTER	 (Long-
Term	Ecological	Research)	and	GLBRC	
(Great	 Lakes	 Bioenergy	 Research	
Center)	programs	at	KBS.	

Beyond	 KBS,	 his	 research	 has	
taken	him	around	the	world,	including	
South	 America	 and	 Australia,	 to	
study	 a	 variety	 of	 river	 ecosystems.	
He	 especially	 enjoys	 opportunities	
to	 study	 tropical	 ecosystems.	 He		
currently	collaborates	with	researchers	
studying	dams	on	the	Amazon	River.	

“The	 environmental	 effects	 of	
those	 dams	 are	 concerning	 because	
they’re	building	so	many	of	those	and	
so	 fast,	 and	when	 they’re	 on	 smaller	
rivers	 that	 allows	 them	 to	 bypass	
environmental	 review	 entirely,”	 said	
Hamilton.	“Each	one,	by	itself,	doesn’t	
seem	 like	 such	 a	 big	 deal,	 but	 the	
cumulative	effects	of	building	so	many	
are	concerning.”

In	 addition	 to	 being	 a	 world-
class	 researcher,	 Hamilton	 is	 also	
a	 dedicated	 mentor	 to	 graduate	
students	and	visiting	scholars.	Bonnie	
McGill	 and	 Dustin	 Kincaid,	 graduate	
students	in	Hamilton’s	lab,	highlighted	
this	 in	 their	 reasons	 for	 nominating	
him	for	the	SFS	award.	

“Steve’s	 work	 on	 the	 Kalamazoo	
River	 oil	 spill	 cleanup	 effort	 alone	
warrants	 this	 recognition;	 however,	
his	perpetual	dedication	to	conserving	
our	 natural	 resources	 and	 engaging	
local	 community	 members	 to	 do	 so	
make	him	an	exceptional	 recipient	of	
this	award,”	said	Kincaid.

Hamilton	credits	his	own	graduate	
advisors	 as	 important	 influences	 for	
him	 as	 a	 scientist.	 “In	my	 case,	 they	
were	and	are	people	who	were	adept	at	
thinking	and	moving	across	disciplines	
and	fields,	 so	 that	made	me	unafraid	
to	try	to	do	that,”	he	said.	He	passes	
on	 this	 interest	 in	 interdisciplinary	
work	to	his	students.	

McGill	 said,	 “I	 appreciate	 his	
creativity	and	willingness	to	take	risks	
in	the	name	of	science.		He	empowers	
me	by	allowing	me	to	think	outside	of	
the	box,	supporting	me	when	I	set	lofty	
goals	for	myself,	and	encouraging	me	
when	I	question	myself.”	

Hamilton	 is	 an	 example	 of	 KBS’s	
commitment	 to	 excellent	 research,	
education	and	outreach.	It	is	because	
of	 people	 like	 him	 that	 KBS	 is	 an	
internationally	 recognized	 research	
center	 and	 a	 valuable	 part	 of	 the	
community	around	us.
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Dustin kincaiD & Dr. stEvE hamilton 
working togEthEr in thE fiElD

As a KBS faculty member for the past 20 
years, Dr. Steve Hamilton has been known 

to be careful, unassuming, and wise. 

His graduate students in particular think 
he’s an award-worthy scientist and 

mentor – so much so that they nominated 
him for an award from the Society of 

Freshwater Science (SFS).

“We were inspired by 
how much time he invests 

in outreach through the 
Kalamazoo River Watershed 
Council on top of all the time 

he puts into being a professor.” 
Bonnie mcgill

“Being in Steve’s lab means 
you become one of the family. 

Despite being one of the 
busiest people I know, he 
always makes time for his 

students, no matter if it’s in 
the office, lab, or field.”

duStin Kincaid



“The	 relationship	 between	 KBS	
and	 the	 K-12	 teachers	 has	 grown	
really	strong,	and	we	all	gain	from	it.	
We	learn	from	each	other,”	said	Kara	
Haas,		recently	appointed	KBS	Science	
Education	and	Outreach	Coordinator.

The	 K-12	 Partnership	 has	 been	
part	 of	 KBS	 since	 1999	 and	 serves	
teachers	who	come	from	more	than	15	
school	districts	to	KBS	throughout	the	
year	 for	 professional	 development,	
education	and	research	opportunities.

“We	work	with	 about	 150	 active	
teachers	 right	 now,	 but	 there	 have	
been	 over	 350	 teachers	 active	 over	
the	 last	 15	 years,	 so	 they’ve	 reached	
thousands	 of	 students,”	 Haas	 said.	
“This	 is	 one	 of	 those	 programs	
where	 I	 think	 some	 of	 the	 impacts	
are	 immeasurable	 because	 they’re	
rippling	down	to	students.”

The	K-12	Partnership	is	comprised	
of	 multiple	 programs	 that	 serve	
teachers	and	students.	 In	 this	annual	
report,	we	highlight	some	of	these.

Haas	 said,	 “What’s	 most	
extraordinary	to	me	about	the	impact	
of	 this	 program	 is	 how	 excited	 the	
teachers	 are	 to	 come	 to	 KBS.	 Their	
passion	 about	 coming	 here	 and	
learning	 about	 science	 and	 sharing	
with	 us	 what	 they’ve	 done	 in	 their	
classrooms	is	really	inspiring.”

Tom	 Getty,	 Director	 of	 an	 NSF	
grant	that	helps	fund	the	Partnership	
noted,	 “An	 extraordinary	 aspect	 of	
this	 Partnership	 is	 that	 it	 is	 a	 true	
partnership.	 	 Teachers	 come	 to	 KBS	
to	 learn	 from	 national	 leaders.	 KBS	
faculty	and	grad	students		learn	from	
the	teachers’	efforts.”

rEsEarch ExpEriEncEs 
for tEachErs (rEt)

The	RET	program	funds	 teachers	
to	work	with	KBS	faculty	researchers	
in	 their	 labs	 on	 summer	 research	
projects.	Funding	for	RET	comes	from	
supplements	 to	 faculty	 grants	 from	
the	National	Science	Foundation.	

Teachers	 involved	 in	 the	 RET	
program	not	 only	 conduct	 their	 own	
research,	but	also	partner	with	others	
in	 the	 lab	 to	 better	 understand	 how	
research	 develops.	 Shaun	 Davis,	 a	
teacher	at	Thornapple	Kellogg	Middle	
School	 who	 has	 worked	 in	 Dr.	 Jen	
Lau’s	 lab	 for	 the	 past	 two	 summers,	
appreciates	 this	
about	RET.		

“Never	 having	
done	true	scientific	
research	 in	 the	
past,	 I	 could	 only	
talk	 about	what	 I’d	
read.		Now,	I	can	talk	
about	 research	 as	
a	 true	 participant.		
Being	able	to	share	
the	 true	 nature	 of	
scientific	 research	
is	 rewarding	 for	
me	and	it	definitely	
makes	 science	
more	 fun	 for	 the	
kids,”	said	Davis.

KBS	faculty	are	
fortunate	to	be	able	
to	 recruit	 teachers	
from	 the	 K-12	
Partnership	as	RETs	
in	their	labs.	Having	

passionate	and	experienced	 teachers	
in	 their	 labs	 makes	 RET	 a	 beneficial	
experience	for	all	involved.

“Often	science	teachers	don’t	see	
themselves	 as	 scientists.	 So	 that’s	
been	 a	 really	 great	 thing	 to	 offer	 to	
teachers	 –	 that	 opportunity	 to	 be	 a	
scientist,”	 Haas	 said.	 “That’s	 what	
I	 think	 is	 extraordinary,	 that	 we’re	
able	to	have	a	relationship	with	local	
teachers,	 that	 we’re	 able	 to	 share	
cutting-edge	science	with	them.”

tEaching sciEncE outDoors
New	to	the	KBS	K-12	Partnership	

is	 a	 program	 designed	 to	 help	 local	

elementary	 teachers	 understand	
and	 teach	 science.	 The	 program,	
Teaching	Science	Outdoors	(TSO)	was	
recently	 awarded	 funding	 from	 the	
Environmental	Protection	Agency	 for	
the	next	two	years.	TSO	is	building	on	
having	 been	 successfully	 piloted	 for	
the	previous	two	years.

TSO	 brings	 12-15	 elementary	
school	 teachers	 to	 KBS	 for	 a	 week	
in	 the	 summer.	 Teachers	 experience	
in-depth	 habitat	 investigations	 and	
schoolyard	habitat	activities	they	can	
apply	 with	 their	 students.	 As	 part	
of	 the	 program,	 teachers	 also	 learn	
strategies	 and	 tools	 for	 teaching	
science	 that	 align	 with	 emerging	
national	standards.

Data nuggEts
The	 Data	 Nuggets	 project	 came	

from	 K-12	 partner	 teachers’	 interest	
in	having	real	data	for	their	classroom	
activities,	 exchanging	 standard	 story	
problems	for	authentic	local	research.		
The	 project	 was	 started	 in	 2011	 by	
KBS	 graduate	 students	 Elizabeth	
Schultheis	and	Melissa	Kjelvik.

Schultheis	and	Kjelvik	collaborated	
with	students	and	 faculty	 in	 the	K-12	
partnership	 to	 develop	 this	 project	
with	 funding	 from	 the	 LTER	 and	 the	
BEACON	 center	 at	 MSU.	 The	 project	
was	 recently	 awarded	 a	 $1.1M	 grant	
from	the	National	Science	Foundation.	

Data	Nuggets	are	worksheets	that	
include	 a	 description	 of	 a	 research	
project	and	data	from	the	project,	which	
students	analyze	and	interpret.	They	are	
based	on	KBS	research	so	students	can	
learn	about	local	research	on	topics	like	
climate	change	and	invasive	species.	

The	worksheets	 include	a	picture	
and	 bio	 of	 the	 scientist	 whose	 data	
the	 students	 are	 asked	 to	 analyze.	
These	elements	can	help	students	feel		
more	connected	to	the	scientist.

“We	think	 it’s	 important	to	put	a	
face	on	the	scientists,	who	are	young	
women,	young	men,	people	of	 color,	
international	 students,”	 said	 Haas.	
“We	 hope	 that	 the	 human	 element	
helps	kids	identify	with	the	scientists	
too,	that	it	helps	them	to	see	that	they	
could	be	a	scientist	someday.”

gk-12 fEllowships
For	 the	 past	 10	 years,	 support	

from	a	NSF	grant	provided	funding	for	
KBS	graduate	students	to	participate	
in	the	K-12	Partnership.	GK-12	Fellows	
worked	with	partner	teachers	in	their	
classrooms	 and	 also	 planned	 and	
organized	workshops	for	teachers.	

Bonnie	McGill	was	a	GK-12	Fellow	
for	 two	 years.	 She	 remembers	 the	
special	 influence	 she	 had	 in	 the	 life	
of	a	Plainwell	High	School	student	 in	
Sandy	Breitenbach’s	AP	biology	class.

“One	day	she	came	to	class	early	
and	I	struck	up	a	conversation	with	her.		
I	asked	her	what	she’s	thinking	about	
doing	after	graduation,”	recalled	McGill.	
“Ever	 since	 I	 took	 that	 small	 step	 to	
show	an	interest	in	her,	she	opened	up	
a	lot,	taking	down	her	grumpy	teenage	
facade,	and	showing	her	unmistakable	
enthusiasm	for	science.”

McGill	 made	 it	 her	 goal	 to	 help	
students	see	science	as	a	career	path	
that	 they	 could	 follow,	 even	 if	 they	
didn’t	 think	they	fit	 the	stereotypical	
image	 of	 a	 scientist.	 At	 the	 end	
of	 the	 school	 year,	 she	 received	 a	
heartwarming	 letter	 from	 the	 AP	
biology	student	(quote	below).

McGill	said,	“When	I	wonder,	‘Did	
I	 really	 make	 an	 impact	 in	 Sandy’s	
classroom?	 Was	 all	 that	 time	 and	
effort	worth	 it	 to	anyone?’	 I	couldn’t	
ask	for	better	evidence	than	this	letter	
that	it	was	totally	worth	it.”

The	 K-12	 Partnership	 encourages	
teachers	 and	 students	 to	 see	
themselves	 as	 scientists	 and	 to	 be	
curious	about	the	world	around	them.	
The	 Partnership’s	 many	 programs	
provide	extraordinary	experiences	for	
all	 involved,	making	a	 lasting	 impact	
on	the	next	generation.
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gk-12 fEllow Di liang with plainwEll miDDlE school stuDEnts

KBs teAms up with teAcheRs
For ongoing extrAorDinAry impAct

Kellogg Biological Station haS long Been KnoWn aS a center of 
World-changing reSearch, But to many teacherS in the area, it’S 

alSo a Source of empoWerment and education.

aBovE:  4th graDErs lEarn aBout a plot at galEsBurg-
augusta primary school

BElow: tEachErs ExplorE thE kBs grEat lakEs BioEnErgy 
rEsEarch plots

“BeFore tHiS clASS AnD BeFore you, i HAD no iDeA wHAt 
ecology wAS, But tHAnKS to you, i Know AnD reAlly 

liKe it. i liKe it So much So that i am noW planning 
on going to college to major in ecology and 

evolutionary Biology. tHAnK you So mucH For coming 
to my clASS Bonnie. you’ve inSpireD me So mucH AnD 

now i cAn’t wAit to Become An ecologiSt.”
- Letter to GK-12 Fellow Bonnie McGill from a Plainwell High School student



$5000 and up
Anonymous
David	Grant	Dvorak,		M.D.	*
Karen	L.	Klomparens
Dr.	George	H.	Lauff
Bill	and	Jeannette	Maxey
Thomas	C.	and	Sharin	E.	Noall
Mr.	and	Mrs.	Charles	Stoddard

$1000 to $4999
Anonymous
Richard	M.	and	Pamela	L.	Foster
John	and	Sharon	Garside
Ronald	Gross	and	Adelaide	Camillo
A.	Richard	and	Virginia	T.	Gross
Don	and	Peggy	Hall
Robert	A.	and	Judie	B.	Kramer
Drs.	Katherine	Gross	and	Gary	

Mittlebach
Donald	R.	Sly

$500 to $999
Lesley	Baynes
Janet	A.	and	David	D.	Cornell
John	R.	and	Laura	A.	Davis
John	and	Ann	Gallagher
Stephen	K.	Hamilton	and	Suzanne	

J.	Sippel
Michael	J.	and	Carol	A.	Klug	+
John	A.	Pinto
Dr.	and	Mrs.	G.P.	Robertson
Patrick	J.	and	Sarah	T.	Sandell
Joseph	C.	and	Karen	S.	Seelig
Peter	B.	and	Judith	L.	Smith
Arthur	J.	Stewart	and	Balie	M.	Ross
Alan	J.	Tessier
Christopher	E.	Tracy	and	Michelle	

Tombro-Tracy
Jeanne	L.	Turner	and	Roger	N.	

Turner,	Jr.
Ruth	Ann	and	William	M.	Uggen
Jamie	Wiersema	

$250 to $499
Anonymous
Jeffrey	K.	Conner	and	Beth	G.	

Silverman
John	W.	and	Loralee	Fisher
Christopher	T.	and	Tamela	Hamilton
Henry	B.	Hawk	*
Christopher	A.	Klausmeier	and	

Elena	G.	Litchman
Donald	M.	Ostrom
Wendy	W.	and	Stephen	D.	Robbins
Charles	and	Martha	Stocker

$100 to $249
Martha	J.	and	Michael	J.	Anderson
Shari	Asher	^
Margaret	M.	and	David	D.	Battjes
Laura	C.	Broughton
Sarah	J.	Carroll
Terry	and	Barbara	Coleman
Richard	G.	and	Roslyn	L.	Cooper
Gerard	K.	Davis
Richard	E.	and	Lillian	R.	Davis
Terri	and	Philip	L.	Dawson
Meghan	A.	Duffy
John	M.	Fleming
Marjorie	R.	and	Gary	G.	Gaynor	◊
Tiffany	S.	and	Brandon	K.	

Greenfield
David	D.	Hart
James	N.	Heath
Shawn	H.	and	Kitra	L.	Howley
Bonnie	and	Michael	Knapp
Kathryn	Krecke
R.	L.	and	R.	L.	Kuehnle	‡
Richard	J.	and	Karen	Lichti
James	E.	and	Nancy	MacVicar
Judith	M.	Maier	§	#
Pauline	C.	and	Daniel	L.	Malecki
Russell	G.and	Lou	Ann	S.	Mawby	*
Amanda	K.	Meitz
Cynthia	J.	Mills
George	P.	Mittelbach
Stephen	and	Christine	Murray
Robert	R.	Murrel	^
Karol	J.	Peterson	±
Anthony	T.	Ratti
Jane	E.	Redfern	^
Roy	and	Mary	Robertson
Douglas	W.	Schemske
Robert	F.	and	Judith	S.	Soule
Carole	A.	Stevens	and	Mike	Willy
Martha	A.	and	Donald	B.	Stilwell
Richard	E.	Switzer
Andrew	M.	Turner
Santiago	A.	and	Carolina	Utsumi
Kathryn	L.	VanDeusen
Robert	E.	and	Melicent	VanPeenan
Ryan	D.	and	Gentry	A.	Vaughn
Rick	and	Cyndee	Viel
Gordon	and	Karen	Wenk	*
Jack	N.	Wykoff

up to $100
Timothy	Acker	and	Colleen	Acker
Julia	R.	Ailabouni
Connie	Akers
James	M.	and	Marguerite	L.	Alden
Anne	C.	and	Marcus	Anderson
Sara	Anglemyer	and	Aaron	Rimker
Jessie	Bachler
Carol	Ann	and	Kenneth	H.	Baker	m
Michael	R.	Barbachyn
Jennifer	G.	and	Rebecca	Barlow
Robin	and	Betsy	Barlow
Walter	D.	and	Rita	J.	Barnes
Lori	and	Joshua	Batzloff
Sharon	L.	Bay
Molly	E.	and	Bill	Beardsley
James	Beaver	and	Kristen	Kern-

Beaver
Joy	Belanger
Sylvia	H.	Benavidez
Carol	A.	Berge	†
John	and	Mona	Bowden
Caleb	and	Kristine	Bowen
Kay	A.	Bowlby
Ellen	Braff-Guajardo
John	and	Jenny	Brenneman
Penelope	Brooks	and	Biju	Suseelan
Charles	J.	Brown,	Jr.	and	Beverly	

A.	Brown
Susan	and	Cleve	Brown
Terri	Bruce	and	Marilyn	G.	VanHare
Michael	L.	and	Sara	Brundage
Jane	V.	and	Nick	Bruns
Louis	and	Laurel	Bruska
Joseph	Bulko	III	and	Barbara	Bulko
Maira	Bundza
Cathy	Burch
Greg	and	Robin	Burgamy
Bill	P.	Butler	III	and	Judy	J.	Butler
Ruth	E.	Caputo
Mark	Casebeer
Chris	and	Chad	Casey
Gordon	Centilla
Yat	F.	Chan
John	R.	and	Barbara	A.	Chenault
Elizabeth	J.	Christel
Charles	A.	Clark
Diane	M.	Cloutier	and	John	Elandt
Joshua	and	Carmen	Cobb
Christine	and	Tod	Cole
Nina	L.	Consolatti
Tim	and	Rebekah	Cornish
Guillermo	C.	Corpus	†
James	F.	and	Angie	Corryn

Janine	C.	Cotugno
Janice	Couchman
Amy	Crabtree
Jerrod	Crandall	and	Michelle	Peck
Bruce	and	Jerri	Crawford
Jim	Cripe
Faith	I.	Curtis	and	Gregory	J.	Gola
Tom	and	Sandy	Dailey
Mark	and	Christine	Darnell
Irene	Day
Judith	M.	and	John	Decker	^
Sandra	R.	and	Dale	DeJong
Holly	and	Randy	DeKilder
Jim	and	Lindsey	DeMaagd
Peter	B.	DeWitt	and	Judith	A.	

Cherni
Alfred	and	Bonita	M.	DiGennaro
Sara	and	Glen	Dillon
Leah	Dodd	and	Daniel	K.	Toronto
Kenneth	E.	Dodge
George	and	Candace	Dorr
Natalie	S.	Dubois
Daniel	J.	Dupree
Lisa	J.	Dvorak	√
Clayton	A.	and	Emily	A.	Edger
Forrest	Ehmke	and	Autumn	

Hostetter
Sarah	M.	Emery	and	Bradley	

Kimbrough
Gary	and	Kathy	Esman
Tarra	and	Terry	Farrah
Brad	and	Beth	Fawcett
Martha	M.	Feazell
Steven	E.	and	Susan	L.	Field
Ronald	H.	and	Judy	K.	Flachs
Harvey	and	Diane	Fogel
Stephen	Foss
Matt	and	Judy	Fraaza
Bin	Fu	and	Huimin	Wang
James	H.	and	Judith	E.	Geary
George	B.	Gleason
Angie	and	Jon	Glynn
Bethany	Gonzalez
Ben	and	Terri	Goodman
Chris	and	Jessica	Gottwald
Angela	Gray
Bouts	R.	Gregersen
Thomas	Guriel
Kara	L.	Haas
Layne	and	Amy	Hagerman
Nelson	L.	and	Caroline	J.	Hall
Michael	and	Tammy	Hannon
Gerald	Hansen	and	Diane	M.	Ossiff
Janice	Hardy
Bren	A.	and	Marie	T.	Hartman	‡

Paula	D.	Hatton
Adam	Heeter	and	Gabriela	Perez-

Hernandez
Jim	D.	and	Terri	Herbert
Jonathon	R.	and	Melanie	Hess
Mark	Hiegel	and	Jessica	Heigel
John	and	Linda	Hill
Sarah	Hill
Alicia	and	Nicholas	Hock
Chris	and	Kellie	Holm
Blanche	Holtman
Douglas	N.	and	Tamara	Homnick
William	F.	Hoyt	and	Sheila	M.	Mast
Diane	Hull
Carol	Hunt	Sherman
Bruce	O.	Hutchinson
David	A.	Hutchinson
Mary	G.	and	Daniel	W.	James
Bob	and	Julie	Johnson
Ryan	and	Kathryn	Juarez
Mike	and	Amy	Juodawlkis
Carole	Kamerman	and	Don	Drake
Erik	W.	and	Michelle	Kamman
Melissa	and	Joe	Kammenzind
Karen	I.	Keese
Mary	L.	and	Philip	Kinney
Dolores	and	William	Kleinfelt	^
Ronald	Kloosterman
Leah	R.	Knapp
Amy	and	Justin	Koehler
Robert	Koenig,	Jr.	and	Jessica	

Koenig
Michael	D.	and	Kathy	L.	Koets
Chuck	and	Kim	Kourtjian
Robert	and	Toni	Kowalski
Peter	and	Eleanor	Krawutschke
Colin	T.	Kremer	and	Rachel	E.	

Prunier
Paul	and	Lily	Krieger
Judith	K.	and	Orvan	S.	Lantinga
Rebecca	D.	and	Joseph	M.	LaPalme
Sylvia	A.	Laraway
Edgar	M.	and	Stephanie	D.	Larsen
Janet	LaVasseur
Patricia	L.	Lawrence
Joseph	and	Lynn	I.	Lee
Ryan	R.	Lejins
Marcy	and	Paul	Leversee
Audrey	Liddiard
Kristi	Lloyd
Rosemary	Ludt
Ami	Lyyski
Veronica	S.	MacDonald
Nancy	MacKenzie
W.	Rose	A.	Makowski
Joel	W.	and	Maria	T.	Markucki
Roger	L.	and	Libby	Mathewson
Aimee	and	Andrew	Maturen
Catherine	T.	and	J	Michael	

McCarthy
Ryan	and	Lexi	McCarthy
Sean	McCarthy	and	Kristina	

Delucenay
Mark	D.	McCormick	and	Mary	B.	

Staten-McCormick
Bonnie	M.	McGill
Suzanne	and	James	McKenzie
Bettina	S.	Meyer
Todd	and	Pamela	Meyer
Chris	and	Nancy	Micklatcher

Andrew	and	Renee	Miller
Phil	and	Laura	Miller
Emily	and	Sam	Minardi
Corey	B.	Mingerink
Mini	and	Kelly	Murphy
David	Mulnix
David	and	Crystal	Mumford
Stephen	and	Stormie	Munoz
Jerry	Mussulman
Scott	and	Barbara	J.	Myckowiak
John	Nappier	≈
Theodore	H.	and	Genevieve	L.	

Nelson
Elizabeth	A.	Neumeyer
Tracey	L.	Mersfelder	and	William	H.	

Nichols,	Jr.
James	and	Kristin	Nolin
Anna	R.	Norris
Katherine	O’Bryan
John	O’Connell
Erin	O’Sullivan	and	Mark	Jennings
Paul	and	Anne	Pancella
Donald	R.	and	Ann	V.	Parfet
Rebecca	and	Rick	Peariso
Phyllis	G.	Pelletier
Donna	J.	and	Joel	S.	Pennington
Ralph	L.	Pernice	=
Lori	E.	Peters	and	Jim	Haadsma
Jason	and	Stephanie	Peterson
Emily	and	Steven	Pignataro
John	D.	Pitale
Edward	R.	Post
Roger	J.	Prior	and	Barbara	A.	Page
Richard	J.	Pulliam,	Jr.	and	Shelley	

Pulliam
Carol	and	John	Rasmussen
Christine	and	Darryl	Rauhoff
Beth	and	Mark	Rhodes
Denise	Rice
Wanda	G.	Rice	/	Gail	and	Adam	

Rice
Allison	Richardson
Tim	and	Erica	Richardson
Amy	J.	and	Paul	Riker
L.	Shelby	and	Ann	M.	Robertson	€
Anthony	L.	and	Gail	D.	Rodgers
Sarah	S.	Roley	and	Gregory	Yeager
Robert	E.	Rooney,	Jr.	and	Julie	K.	

Rooney
Jean	E.	and	David	R.	Rost
Jane	L.	and	William	J.	Ryan
Randall	and	Sara	Salo
Julie	Sanford
Kathleen	A.	Sansone-Murphy	and	

Gerald	R.	Murphy,	Jr.
Phil	and	Cynthia	Schofield-Schillaci
Jane	L.	Schuette
Gale	Schwieterman
Debra	Scott
David	H.	and	Miriam	R.	Shannon
Andrew	and	Amy	Shepherd
Suzanne	and	John	Shorey
Justin	and	Jennifer	Simmons
Aimee	W.	and	Tim	Simpson
Kathryn	J.	and	Bill	Simpson
Lisa	Sinke
Richard	R.	and	Merrilee	K.	Skrocki
Jarrod	and	Christine	Slaughter
Jeremiah	and	Shannon	Smith
Julie	A.	and	Jeffrey	D.	Smith

Kris	and	Jeff	Smith
Marsha	L.	and	Phil	Smith
Robert	and	Carol	Snyder
George	C.	Spafford	†
Gary	D.	and	Deb	Sparbel
Dorothy	and	Douglas	Spinner
Joy	and	Jim	Spoor
Robert	Squires
Nona	M.	and	Michael	Stafford
Wes	and	Dolores	Stafford
Shawn	Stahl
Mark	and	Lori	Staufer
Paul	and	Judy	Steinbacher
Susan	M.	Stejskal
Margaret	A.	and	Edwin	F.	

Stephens^
David	J.	Sterchele
Gillian	A.	and	Joseph	P.	Stoltman
Randy	and	Laura	Stout
Vas	Subramanian
Lynne	Swanson	and	Gary	K.	Ralph,	

D.O.
Josh	J.	and	Molly	Tauren
Laura	Taylor	Kennedy
Randoulph	L.	and	Brenda	S.	

Teegardin
Mary	Jane	Tetreau
Nancy	A.	and	Sam	Truax
Hilary	and	Michael	Ulbrich
Gail	J.	Ulrich	and	Robert	D.	Ulrich,	

Jr.
Patrick	R.	Underwood
John	F.	and	Connie	M.	Uramkin
Vito	and	Gerry	Valella
Samantha	and	Ned	VanderSalm
Shelly	L.	VanDogen	and	Daniel	C.	

VanDongen
Philip	N.	and	Elizabeth	A.	

Velderman
Britton	and	Morgen	Verity
Holly	A.	and	Craig	K.	Vestal
Danielle	Vincent
Mitch	Volkers
Tom	and	Beth	L.	Wachterhauser
Jeff	Waggoner
Alan	Wasyliw
Mary	J.	Whalen	and	David	P.	

Marlatt
Allen	H.	White
Becky	Jean	Whitfield
Tracy	and	Jason	Whitfield
Betti	and	Ron	Wielenga
Kathleen	A.	Wight	and	Richard	

Pallister
Brook	J.	Wilke
Jeff	and	Kim	Williams
Jane	Williamson
Anna	Winiarski
Daniel	Wise
Martha	J.	and	Patrick	Witham
Jamey	and	Jenna	Wofford
Michael	and	Sharon	Wood
Pamela	L.	Woodruff
Guo	Shen	Yang	and	Hong	Huo
Charlie	and	Leslie	Young
Matthew	V.	and	Melissa	Zaccheo
Mary	and	Thomas	E.	Zavitz
Kimberly	Ziel
Andrea	Zinkus

Businesses, 
foundations & 
organizations
Auto-Owner	Insurance
Calhoun	County	Master	Gardner	

Association
Corners	Limited
Dow	Chemical
Gull	Lake	Landscape	Company
IOKA	Marketing,	LLC
Kellogg’s	Corporate	Citizenship	

Fund	≤
Markwardt	Keller	Williams	Realty^
National	Association	for	

Interpretation
Native	Connections
Organic	Valley
Passaro,	Kahne	&	Taylor	Law	

Offices,	P.L.L.C.	†
Pfizer	Foundation
The	Larsen	Family	Charitable	Fund
The	Miller	Foundation
W.K.	Kellogg	Foundation
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each year, contributions 
to KBS are made in 
memory of or in honor 
of individuals who have 
touched the lives of 
others or supported KBS. 
these gifts have been 
recognized in this list.

giftS in memory of
◊  patricia Byers
√  thomas Dvorak
‡  Albert K. Halfyord
*  mary Jo Hawk
€  robert (Bob) mainone
m  george mittelbach
^  Betty murrel
=  rebecca pernice
≈ Joseph robinson
§  tyler rupp
†  carroll Spafford

giftS in honor of
#  mack Behnke
±  David Dvorak
≤ Judith geary
+  John gorentz

we make every effort 
to ensure all donors and 
gifts are recognized in 
our annual report. if you 
believe your name or gift 
has been omitted, please 
contact our community 
relations office at 
(269)671-2444.

volunteerS made a tremendouS difference at KBS thiS year.
183 active KBS volunteers invested 5,360 hours of their time & invaluable service, which translates to a 
contribution of $76,189 to KBS. without our volunteers, many programs at KBS would not be possible.

We thank you for your support.
worlD-cHAnging generoSity SHown July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015
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annual report 
Writing & deSign
Bethany Bohlen
KBS Communications Coordinator

Photos courtesy of Bethany 
Bohlen, Kara Haas, Kurt Stepnitz, 
Paul Wilbur & Steve Hamilton

director’S 
adviSory Board
David Dvorak, M.D.
Mike Gallagher
Jim Lauderdale, Ph.D.
William Maxey, Ph.D.
Carole Mendez, J.D.
Sarah Sandell
Christopher Tracy, J.D.
William Uggen, M.D.

KBS adminiStration 
3700 East Gull Lake Dr.
Hickory Corners, MI 49060
(269)671-5117
director@kbs.msu.edu

KBS community 
relationS 
3700 East Gull Lake Dr.
Hickory Corners, MI 49060
(269)671-2444
givingtokbs@kbs.msu.edu

W.K. Kellogg Bird 
Sanctuary
12685 East C Avenue
Augusta, MI 49012
(269)671-2510
birdsanctuary@kbs.msu.edu

W.K. Kellogg farm
10461 North 40th Street
Hickory Corners, MI 49060
(269)671-2507
kelloggfarm@kbs.msu.edu

W.K. Kellogg 
conference center 
& manor houSe 
3700 East Gull Lake Dr.
Hickory Corners, MI 49060

CONFErENCE CENTEr
(269)671-2400
conference@kbs.msu.edu

MANOr HOUSE
(269)671-2160
manorhouse@kbs.msu.edu

W.K. Kellogg
Biological Station


