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L E T T E R 
from the 

DIRECTOR

FY15-16 
SOURCES OF 

SUPPORT

39% General Fund
27% Grants & Allocations
25% Business Accounts  
  5% Gifts & Trust
  4% AgBio & Extension

SUMMER 
UNDERGRADUATE 

PROGRAMS
93 undergraduate 
students came to 

KBS for our summer 
2016 session to take 

courses, gain research 
experiences, and grow as 
young professionals and 
scientists. Many of those 

students were able to 
come to KBS because of 

scholarships.

Pictured below are the 15 
students who came from 

other universities and colleges 
to participate in our full-time 

Research Experiences for 
Undergraduates (REU) 

program.

KBS RESEARCHERS’ 
NOTABLE WORK
This year, KBS faculty, 
postdoctoral research 

associates and graduate 
students published 

their research in leading 
journals like Animal 

Behaviour, Bioscience, Ecology 
& Evolution, Evolutionary 

Applications, Global Change 
Biology Bioenergy, Global 
Ecology & Biogeography, 

Hydrobiologia, Nature, PLoS 
ONE, Proceedings of the Royal 

Society B,  and others.

Dr. Gary Mittelbach was 
named a 2015 Fellow of 

the Ecological Society of 
America (ESA), and was 

awarded at ESA’s meeting 
in Baltimore, Maryland, in 

August 2015.

NEW WEBSITE
We launched our new 
and greatly improved 

website in January 
2016, creating new 

individual sites for the 
Bird Sanctuary and 

Conference Center and 
Manor House.

DEAR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS...

TWO NEW 
SCHOLARSHIPS 
ESTABLISHED

The Richard A. Brunt 
Family Scholarship 

supports undergraduate 
student experiences at 
KBS. The Brunt family 

and friends created this 
scholarship in memory 
of Richard Brunt, who 

spent over 36 years of his 
career as a high school 

science teacher and later 
as an administrator as 
the science director of 
Toledo Public Schools. 
This scholarship will 
inspire more students 

to consider and excel in 
science careers. 

Future graduate 
students conducting 

research that contributes 
to the sustainability 
and enhancement of 
natural and managed 

ecosystems may receive 
funding from a planned 

gift that created The 
James Larson W.K. 
Kellogg Biological 

Station Endowment 
for Graduate Research 

in Climate Change 
and Environmental 
Sciences. Dr. James 
Larson established 
this endowment to 

support research efforts 
studying the impact of 

climate change. Through 
this gift, the Kellogg 

Biological Station 
will continue actively 

working on saving 
the environment that 
supports life on earth.

Pictured below is Lindsey 
Alderink, one of four students 
who received summer 2016 

funding from the Brunt 
Family Scholarship.

The lands of KBS have been home to 
extraordinary research, innovative 
education and accessible outreach 
for nearly 90 years, and we celebrate 
that in this year’s annual report. Our 
unique location, landscapes and fa-
cilities have made it possible for us 
to tackle important challenges and 
answer important questions in con-
servation, ecology and evolution.

As Michigan State University’s larg-
est off-campus educational complex, 
we take great pride in fulfilling our 
land-grant mission – collaborating 
with one another and with you to 
understand and create solutions for 
problems in natural and managed 

landscapes. This year, we celebrate 
some of the lands of KBS that best 
illustrate our legacy of conservation 
and our commitment to sustainability. 

The KBS Experimental Pond Lab has 
been used for cutting-edge research 
in aquatic ecology for over four de-
cades. We also celebrate the past, 
present and future of Lux Arbor Re-
serve, which has been a key research 
site for multidisciplinary research at 
KBS for the past 25 years, and will 
continue to be. Finally, we share with 
you a prime example of our commit-
ment to collaboration – the Prairie 
Restoration Project.

This report is full of stories that make 
our faculty, staff and students proud 
to be part of the KBS community, 
and we hope that you see many rea-
sons to be proud of your commit-
ment to our community as well. Be-
cause of your support, we continue 
to develop partnerships both locally 
and globally for the greater good.

We hope to see you soon here at 
KBS, and to hear from you how we 
can serve you best.

With thanks,

Dr. Katherine Gross

GOING GLOBAL
KBSERS TRAVELING

KBS researchers have 
been all over the world, 
from Brazil to Namibia 

to Russia.

Pictured below is Dr. Sarah  
Evans, working with samples 
in the Namib Desert. (Photo 

courtesy of Sarah Evans)

A HOME FOR BEES
at the BIRD SANCTUARY

The Sanctuary’s Native 
Pollinator Garden now 
includes a Bee Condo 
and signs to educate 

visitors about pollinators. 
After a 2-year planning 
and designing process, 

the signs and condo 
were installed in spring 

2016, thanks to KBS 
staff and volunteers, 

with assistance from Dr. 
Jason Gibbs of MSU’s 

Entomology Department.

The project was 
funded primarily by 
the Sanctuary, with 

supplemental funding 
from Bird Sanctuary 

memberships and 
a grant from the  

National Association of 
Interpreters (NAI).

POINTS OF PRIDE
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE PAST YEAR

July 2015 - June 2016

Extraordinary things happen in labs, classrooms, offices, 
and the great outdoors. In this report, you’ll get to learn 

about some of our proudest places and projects. 
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We believe that diversity in 
background and experience make 
a difference in how we conduct our 
best research for the greater good.

When our researchers study 
phenomena around the world, there 
are no limits to what we can learn 
and what we can offer back to 
people all over the globe.
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TUCKED AWAY IN SOUTHWEST BARRY COUNTY, LUX ARBOR RESERVE HAS BEEN A PLACE 
OF LEARNING FOR STUDENTS AND FACULTY SINCE IT WAS GIVEN TO MSU BY THE LIGHT 

FAMILY IN 1991. THE LIGHT FAMILY’S TERMS STIPULATED THAT LUX ARBOR WOULD BE 
USED AS A “CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF CONSERVATION, ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE, 

WOODLANDS OR PRAIRIE RESTORATION” AND TO SUPPORT THESE PROGRAMS AT KBS. 

For 25 years, KBS has been com-
mitted to Lux’s original purpose, 
and the lands and waters around 
Crooked Lake have supported im-
pactful aquatic and terrestrial re-
search by KBS and other researchers.

Dr. Steve Hamilton, a KBS profes-
sor in MSU’s Department of Inte-
grative Biology, has maintained a 
water level monitoring program on 
Crooked Lake continuously since 
1996, started just after he first came 
to KBS in 1995. Volunteers play an 
important role in this program, 
and the data they have collected 
shows that water levels have var-
ied by over 6 feet since 1996.

Understanding long-term water 
level variation is important not 

only for scientists studying these 
systems, but also for local land-
owners. Hamilton has shared his 
data with Crooked Lake water-
shed residents, who are concerned 
with about the effects of changes 
in climate and withdrawal of wa-
ter from Lower Crooked Lake for 
irrigation on water levels. Lux 
Arbor includes many ponds that 
have been used for both biogeo-
chemical and ecological studies.

“There is a great diversity of wa-
ter quality and aquatic life that 
makes the location interesting for 
comparative studies, and because 
it is secure we can set up ex-
periments,” said Hamilton. “The 
Lux Arbor sites have appeared 
in a number of our scientific pa-

pers and we have obtained fed-
eral grants to work on the overall 
Crooked Lake system.”

The Lux Arbor landscape includes 
forests and fields. Some of the for-
mer agricultural lands are Great 
Lakes Bioenergy Research Center 
sites, as these large areas allow 
scientists to measure the biomass 
production potential and environ-
mental effects of bioenergy crops. 
Abandoned fields at the reserve 
also provide sites for prairie res-
toration experiments by KBS and 
MSU faculty and students.

The  former airstrip is now used 
for experiments by visiting KBS 
graduate student Anna Groves, 
who is conducting her Ph.D. re-

search on prairie restoration. 
Groves is also working with her 
advisor, Dr. Lars Brudvig, as well 
as Doug Landis and Rufus Isaacs 
and other MSU faculty, on a Proj-
ect GREEEN grant to learn how to 
improve habitats for pollinators. 
These are marginal lands and full 
of invasive species – quite a chal-
lenge for restoration, but Groves 
is up to it.

“It’s extra hard to restore those 
places,” said Groves. “We’d like 
to learn how to restore this type of 
soil and plant community. No two 
restored prairies turn out exactly 
the same, for better or for worse. 
I’m interested in learning why.” 

She is testing a number of factors 
that are known to affect prairie 
restorations, including the number 
of species added, timing of seed 
sowing and herbicide application, 

and variation in rainfall. Her re-
search at Lux Arbor will benefit 
scientific knowledge about prairie 
restorations, as well as conserva-
tion efforts to create habitats that 
support local pollinators. 

Lux Arbor is a unique place for 
prairie restoration work, and 
Groves cites the support of Lux Ar-
bor manager Mark Manuszak as an 
important resource in her research. 
Manuszak, who replaced now-re-
tired former manager Steve Norris 
in 2015, is responsible for assisting 
students and researchers in estab-
lishing their projects at the reserve.

“There are some things a graduate 
student just isn’t equipped to do 
(like, till a field), so that’s where 
KBS comes in. It’s an awesome place 
to be,” said Groves. “Mark looks 
out for all the researchers at Lux, 
which I appreciate very much.”

When asked to describe Lux Ar-
bor, Manuszak said, “I would sum 
it up as being one of the most di-
verse pieces of property in south-
ern Michigan, between the ag, 
between the forest, between our 
marginal lands, the wetlands, the 
riparian areas, there’s probably 
not too many properties, especial-
ly in southern Michigan, this size, 
that can offer as much as far as our 
natural resources and diversity 
are concerned.”

Manuszak hopes to continue to 
work with neighbors, researchers, 
the university, and conservation 
groups to fulfill the original mis-
sion of the reserve. He is excited 
to facilitate more researchers uti-
lizing the property. Lux’s future 
is clear and bright as a site for 
outstanding research that impacts 
the scientific community, the pub-
lic and surrounding ecosystems.
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HISTORIC OSPREY BANDING AT LUX ARBOR IN COLLABORATION WITH DNR
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) wildlife biologists banded two osprey chicks at their nest at Lux Arbor in June 2016. 
Banding these rare birds allows the DNR to monitor their location and activity, and gain information about the species’ survivorship. 
The chicks at Lux Arbor were the first to be banded in southwest Michigan as part of the DNR’s statewide osprey banding initiative. 

DNR wildlife biologists hope to establish a volunteer base in southwest Michigan to help monitor the birds in the next year.

Left:  Biologists prepare to band the chicks on Crooked Lake while an adult osprey flies overhead; Photo credit: Sabrina Brown, 2016 KBS Intern. 
Right: DNR wildlife biologist Ken Kesson places one of the newly banded osprey chicks back into its nest; Photo courtesy of Roy Van Loo, Jr.)



The KBS Experimental Pond Lab 
was constructed in 1971 through a 
National Science Foundation (NSF) 
grant to Michigan State University, 
and was one of the first of its kind in 
the United States.

“When they were built, the idea 
was that they could be outdoor ex-
perimental units – think of them as 
big test tubes outdoors. Today, it’s 
a great facility to do experimental 
work on aquatic communities and 
aquatic ecosystems,” said Pond Lab 
Coordinator Dr. Gary Mittelbach 
(pictured at left).

The ponds are in high demand for 
use by KBS faculty and graduate stu-
dents, as well as visiting research-
ers. The Pond Lab includes not only 
the 18 experimental ponds but also 
hundreds of cattle tanks for small-
er experiments, and an indoor lab 
space. Graduate students like Sara 
Garnett use the Pond Lab for their 
dissertation research. 

Garnett said, “It’s a really good op-
portunity to replicate things in a 
more controlled way than you might 
be able to in natural ponds, which 
obviously have a lot of different 
things going on that you can’t neces-
sarily control.”

“The ponds are unique because the 
NSF views them as a regional resource, 
and they’re available for researchers 
not just from MSU, but from all over 
the country,” said Mittelbach.

Dr. Stuart Jones, a former KBS post-
doctoral researcher and current fac-
ulty member at Notre Dame, has a 
proposal in review at NSF to use 16 
of the 18 ponds to study dissolved 
organic carbon effects on productiv-
ity and nutrient cycling. 

“The KBS ponds are attractive be-
cause they are large enough that in 
many ways they behave like natu-
ral aquatic ecosystems, but small 
enough that we have access to a 
large number of them and can rep-
licate our experiments,” said Jones.

Dr. Chris Steiner, a KBS alumnus ad-
vised by Mittelbach, has been com-
ing back to the Pond Lab to conduct 
research for the past 6 years with un-
dergraduate and graduate students 

from his lab. Mitra Asgari, a gradu-
ate student in Steiner’s lab at Wayne 
State University, has been at KBS ev-
ery summer since 2014 to study the 
distribution of aquatic insects. 

“Working at the Pond Lab was the 
best way I could get familiar with 
fishless pond systems,” said As-
gari. “The research facility and hu-
man support available at the Pond 
Lab definitely made this experience 
much easier and manageable, and I 
am really thankful for that.”

 “I am proud of the history of aquatic 
research that has been performed at 
KBS and the Pond Lab and my small 
part in it,” said Steiner. “I hope by 
bringing students to KBS, they not 
only benefit from the practical as-
pects of doing research there, but 
they also get a sense of heritage and 
their place in this history.” 

Mittelbach, a KBS faculty member in 
MSU’s Department of Integrative Biol-
ogy, has been coordinating the Pond 
Lab’s use since 1986, but his relationship 
with the ponds began much earlier.

Mittelbach was a graduate student 
in Earl Werner’s lab in the 1970s, 
when the ponds were just a few 
years old. His dissertation research 
was about how body size and behav-
ior determined the diets and habitat 
use of bluegill sunfish, which he was 
studying in local lakes.

Along with Werner and colleagues, 
Mittelbach conducted an experi-
ment in the KBS ponds following the 
growth and habitat use of different-
sized bluegills and their predator, 
the largemouth bass. They found 
that the fish were trading safety 
and better survival for less food and 
slower growth.

After graduating with his Ph.D. in 
1980, Mittelbach worked at Ohio 
State University studying reservoirs 
around Columbus, Ohio. Every sum-
mer, he returned to KBS to study at 
the Pond Lab. In 1986, he returned 
to KBS for good as a faculty member 
and began managing the Pond Lab.

Mittelbach advised recent KBS 
graduate Dr. Melissa Kjelvik, who 
also studied bluegill sunfish at the 
ponds. When she presents her re-

search on bluegills, she references a 
graph from Mittelbach’s research.

“It’s really beneficial to have all of 
his knowledge, because he not only 
did his dissertation there, but he’s 
been working at the Pond Lab for 
most of his academic career,” said 
Kjelvik. “Having that knowledge, it 
was so much easier to make the con-
nections that I probably wouldn’t 
have otherwise.”

In addition to building on Mittel-
bach’s research, Kjelvik also passed 
down his expertise as a mentor. 
She coached summer undergradu-
ate students, who conducted their 
own experiments at the ponds. The 
Pond Lab was an ideal place for her 
to mentor undergraduates, in part 
because of its history of research.

“We have them read studies that 
were done at the ponds before they 
came, and they can see how what 
they’re doing fits in,” said Kjelvik. 
“I think what makes the Pond Lab 
so special is the community of re-
searchers that have been out there, 
and knowing that you’re part of that 
research family. Building on what 
was already learned from research 
done out at the Pond Lab is really 
neat and unique.”

The Pond Lab has been a genera-
tional home for a scholarly com-
munity of aquatic researchers since 
1971, and its future is sure to pro-
mote even more scholarly develop-
ment as researchers continue to re-
turn year after year.

30 m
WIDE

2 m
DEEP

18
PONDS

BUILDING ON A 
LEGACY OF
LEARNING

(L TO R) JIM GILLIAM, DON HALL, EARL 
WERNER, AND MITTELBACH,  C. 1980 
(COURTESY OF GARY MITTELBACH)

Aquatic ecology researchers often study local natural lakes and 
ponds, but here at KBS, they can also conduct experiments in a 
series of manipulable ponds at the Experimental Pond Lab. For 

45 years, these ponds have been the site of hundreds of research 
projects, on topics such as predator-prey interactions in fish, 

dynamics of plankton, and distribution of frogs and aquatic plants.
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G R O W I N G 
TOGETHER

Restoring KBS lands 
to native prairies & 
making discoveries 
about the future of 
prairie species

and where those species’ seeds should 
come from, as well as how prairie spe-
cies respond to climate change. 

“Our project has exploded in all sorts 
of interesting directions to consider 
restoration practices under global 
warming, how herbivores influence 
restorations, and how soil microbes 
influence restoration outcomes both 
now and in the warmer environments 
predicted in the future,” said Lau. 

The experimental plots are in spaces 
with different land use histories, and 
the variety of landscapes will likely 
contribute to the variation in out-
comes – variation that the researchers 
are especially excited to investigate.

“The variation between our southern 
and northern seed sources is amaz-
ing. Northern and southern partridge 
pea plants, for example, look totally 
different,” said Lau. “There’s a lot of 
variation across our 12 sites in terms 
of which plants are establishing.”

In addition to the faculty and Turley, 
the research team for the project in-
cludes graduate and undergraduate 
students and a local K-12 teacher. Jen 
Boyle, a middle school teacher from 
Gull Lake Community Schools, is on 
the team as a part of the KBS Research 
Experiences for Teachers (RET) pro-
gram, which provides K-12 teachers 
summertime hands-on research ex-
perience and opportunities to de-
velop ways to implement and share 
research in their classrooms.

Boyle helped develop interpretive 
signs for the project’s plots at the Bird 
Sanctuary, which are highly visible to 
visitors walking the Lake Loop trail. 
The signs will make connections to 
species noticeable in the Bird Sanctu-
ary’s native pollinator garden. 

Through constant collaboration, the prai-
rie restoration project evolved beyond 
its original goals to be a shining example 
of the innovation and impact only pos-
sible through successful teamwork.

Next year, the team will initiate a 
citizen science project that will get 
the public involved in collecting 
data. The project is intended to con-
tinue for decades, resulting in unique 
long-term contributions to scientific 
understandings of biodiversity and 
evolution, not to mention 12 beauti-
fully restored prairies for all of us to 
see and learn from at KBS.

The project began when KBS was ap-
proached by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) 
and asked to participate in a project 
designed to restore prairie habitat on 
privately owned lands. DNR and KBS 
staff hatched a plan to restore multiple 
plots of land at KBS, which would cre-
ate habitats for more native species. 

“Restoration is bringing back bio-
diversity to areas that were some-
how impacted negatively by human 
activities,” said Dr. Nash Turley, a 
postdoctoral researcher at MSU in-
terested in restoration ecology. 

A team led by principal investiga-
tors (PIs) MSU faculty Dr. Jen Lau, 
Dr. Lars Brudvig, and Eastern Mich-
igan University faculty Dr. Emily 
Grman capitalized on the opportu-

nity to both implement prairie res-
torations and establish a long-term 
research project.

“They [DNR] were working with the 
facilities team here at KBS to iden-
tify lands that could be restored,” 
said Lau, a KBS associate professor in 
MSU’s Department of Plant Biology. 
“When we approached them about 
using these restorations to answer 
questions, they were super excited 
about it.”

“This partnership really helps build 
a bridge across these two interest 
groups, where the researchers are 
working with the managers,” said 
Brudvig, an MSU Plant Biology pro-
fessor. “There’s an opportunity for 
translation of our findings that might 
not otherwise be there.”

The team secured a grant from the 
National Science Foundation to sup-
plement initial DNR funding, which 
supported the restoration and addi-
tional experiments. The team mem-
bers built off each other’s ideas and 
set up a variety of experiments, repli-
cated in 12 plots of land around KBS. 

“This project is a perfect opportunity 
to meld a basic ecological understand-
ing of how these communities work 
with larger scale implications for what 
that means for a restoration,” said 
Grman, a KBS alumna who is now an 
assistant professor in EMU’s Depart-
ment of Biology and specializes in 
plant community ecology.

The experiments focus on biodiver-
sity, questioning what the ideal num-
ber of native species is for restorations 

“I’m proud to be a part of 
this project because of the 

unique collaborative nature. 
I would say the team has had 
some of the most exciting sci-
ence discussions I’ve had in 

all my years of science.”
DR. JEN LAU

HISTORICALLY IMPORTANT PRAIRIE SPECIES ARE NOW NEARLY ABSENT FROM LOCAL MICHIGAN LANDSCAPES, AND 
WITH THEM, MANY NATIVE BIRDS AND INSECTS THAT ADD VALUE TO AGRICULTURAL AND NATURAL LANDSCAPES 
HAVE ALSO DECLINED. TO COMBAT THAT LOSS, RESEARCHERS ARE RESTORING IDLE LANDS AT KBS TO THEIR FORMER 
PRAIRIE GLORY – AND ANSWERING FUNDAMENTALLY IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ABOUT ECOLOGY AND EVOLUTION.
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IMAGE COURTESY 
OF NASH TURLEY

LEFT PAGE: Adrienne Wayne, Alex Walus, George Wheeler, Emily Grman, Chad Zirbel, Louis Jochem & Lars Brudvig at a field site
RIGHT PAGE (clockwise from top left): (1) the site of an experiment manipulating temperature; (2) Nash Turley, Brudvig, Grman, Zirbel, 
& Wheeler; (3) the site of an experiment manipulating mammal access; (4) Anna Groves & Logan Brissette; (5) Tyler Bassett & Jen Lau
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Douglas L. Mehlhorn and Alice 

Warner-Mehlhorn
Amanda K. Meitz
Christine and Stephen Murray
Beth H. and Jeffrey A. Oman ≈
Leslie A. Oppat
Craig W. Osenberg
Nelson E. and Phyllis G. Pelletier
Karol J. Peterson ±
Carrie A. Porter and Thomas W. 

Porter III
Anthony T. Ratti
Mary and Roy Robertson
David Shane
Karen and Thomas Shanley
Beth G. Silverman and Jeffrey K. 

Conner
Marilynn A. and Robert R. Simon
Anne and Clark W. Smith
Sherri L. and Bruce E. Snyder
Donald B. and Martha A. Stilwell
Martha R. and Charles T. Stocker
Richard E. Switzer
Carolyn W. and James H. 

Timmons
Andrew M. Turner
Gentry A. and Ryan D. Vaughn
Cyndee and Rick Viel
Leila B. and David E. Weiss
Mike Willy and Carole A. Stevens

Up to $100
Julie Ackels
Raymond J. Adams, Jr.
Arslan Ahmed
Marcus and Anne C. Anderson
Walter L. Anderson
Chuck and Klary Asher
Carol Banninga Ashley
Tina Baines and Rick Clark
Rudolph and Margaret A. Barda
Rebecca and Jennifer G. Barlow
Rita J. Barnes
Donna and Dave Barry
Cathy and Troy Baxter
Sharon L. Bay
Brenda J. Beaver
Michele R. Beaver
Mark Beilfuss
Dan and Suzi Bell
Andrew and Cari Benko
Carlos M. Bernardo, Jr.
Jennifer and Anthony Billington
Sue and Bill Binning
Carole S. Birch
Kathie Black
Joel and Brandi Boone
Tomas and Dwija Borobia
Kay A. Bowlby
Agnes Bradbeck
Julie Brenneman
Kerry and Barry Brigham
Beverly A. Brown and Charles J. 

Brown, Jr.
Cleve and Susan Brown
Janice E. Brown
Patrick L. and Judith A. Brown *
Jane V. Bruns
Barbara Bulko and Joseph Bulko III
Jennifer Burris Cook and Michael 

Cook
LuAnn Buschmann and Arnold 

Conklin
Laurie Butler
Ruth E. Caputo
Yat F. Chan
Judith A. Cherni and Peter B. 

DeWitt
John Christ
Greg B. and Linda B. Clarkin
Tammy and Phil Clinger
Rebecca Cohen ◊
Jan and K. Dale Collison
Rich and Linda Compton
Nina L. Consolatti
David L. Cook and Virginia 

Mahrle-Cook ●
James D. Coppinger
Angie and James F. Corryn
June Cortright
Janine C. Cotugno
Trudy W. and Thomas W. Cravens
James Cripe
Rachel and Ed Cunningham
Patricia A. and John J. Czinder
Christine and Mark C. Darnell
Lana Dart

Irene Day
Matt and Jennifer L. Demaagd
Ruth A. and Todd E. DeNooyer
Ryan DeRamus and Erin DeRamus
Glenn Deutsch and Nancy A. Klee 

Deutsch
Sean and Angela DeVrou
Pamela R. Dewey
Stewart and Anne Dickinson
Bonita M. and Alfred DiGennaro
B. L. and Margaret A. Dingledine ●
Dawn N. Dolan
Thomas H. Dormady
Candace and George Dorr
Katie and Terry Doubledee
Nancy Draayer
Don Drake and Carole Kamerman
Natalie S. Dubois
Emily J. Duffelmeyer
Kate and Benjamin Duffy
Lisa J. Dvorak √
Joshua and Meagan Eddy
Lisbeth L. and Jack M. Eichner
Diane M. Cloutier and John Elandt
Alan Ellis
Larry C. and Susan M. Ellison
Catherine W. Emerson
Sarah E. Evans
Victor B. Ezbenko and Kristy L. 

Newman
Laura and Steve Feffer
Elizabeth and Eric Fenstermaker
Matt Fish and Mollie Sternburgh-

Fish
Nancy and Ed Fitzgerald
Sarah W. Fitzpatrick
Diane and Harvey Fogel
Glenn and Ann Fontaine
Stephen Foss
Dale and Judy Fraaza
Patricia M. Frohnapfel
Shirley and Aneisha Furgason
Frances M. Galow
Brenda Garrison
Judith E. and James H. Geary
Ilse Gebhard and Russ Schipper
Claire C. and Thomas Geil
Joanne M. and Paul S. Gregory
Elizabeth L. Gross
Santiago D. Guajardo and Ellen 

Braff-Guajardo
David Hafner and Jackie 

McConachie
David Hager
Caroline J. and Nelson L. Hall
Curtis Hall
J. and W. Hamilton €
Laurie L. Hammond
Tammy and Michael Hannon
Herbert O. and Maryann Hansen
Dan and Hilda Harris
Ron and Judy Hart
Susan E. Hawthorne
Kim Hayward
Jessica Heigel and Mark Hiegel
Terri and Jim D. Herbert
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Nancy Hibiske Reed
David C. Hill and Elizabeth L. Rice
Annali and Michael T. Holston
Blanche Holtman
Autumn Hostetter and Forrest G. 

Ehmke
Michelle Hughes
Diane Hull
Carol Hunt Sherman
Hong Huo and Guo Shen Yang
Bruce O. Hutchinson
Katie and Peter Imach-Julian
Dan and Lara Jacobs
Anne Jakubowski
Gary and Shirley Jones
Jeff and Dorothy Jones
Michael D. and Sharon K. Jones ≈
Karel Juhl-Fulton and Bill Fulton
Nancy E. and Kenneth G. 

Kakabaker €
David and Karen Kempe
Mary L. and Philip Kinney
Barbara J. Kissinger ≈
Brandon Klerk
Ronald Kloosterman
Leah R. Knapp
Brian and Lorna Kneeland
Kathy L. and Michael D. Koets
Toni and Robert Kowalski
Eleanor and Peter Krawutschke
Constance M. Kress and Peter M. 

Kress, Jr.
Lily and Paul Krieger
Mike and Kristi Kusek
Shirley A. and Patrick W. LaFleur ●
Orvan S. and Judith K. Lantinga
Joseph M. and Rebecca D. LaPalme
Kimberly A. Laplante and Seth 

Arbogas
Sylvia A. Laraway
Mark and Lisa Largo-Marsh
Stephanie Larsen
Kevin and Nicole Laubenthal
Patricia L. Lawrence
Elizabeth and Robert T. Leatherman
Lynn I. and Joseph Lee
Laura and Ryan R. Lejins
Megan Lemmer
Daryl A. and John E. Letts
Mark Levitt and Fulisa Shepherd
Karen and Richard J. Lichti
Silviu and Alexandra Locovei
Julia B. Lowe
Darin and Meghan Luchies
Amy Lyyski
Larry D. and Charlene M. 

MacDonald
Carol Mackey
Sara I. and Peter G. Manring
Shawn and Cally Matherly
Libby and Roger L. Mathewson
Jessica and Scott McArthur
Timothy G. and Cecilia R. McCaleb
Michelle McCasey
Chris and Megan McGuire
Kevin M. and Heather A. McHale

Timothy P. McHale
Tracey L. Mersfelder and William 

H. Nichols, Jr.
Gayla and Ron Metzger
Bettina S. Meyer
Tim and Terre Miller
Diane and Bernie Mills
Sam and Emily Minardi
Linda and Scott M. Moore
Jerry Mussulman
Barbara J. and Scott Myckowiak
John Nappier ≈
Genevieve L. and Theodore H. 

Nelson
Hoa Xuan Nguyen and Nga T. Ngo
Kristin and James Nolin
Ericka and Michael J. Onderlinde
Diane M. Ossiff and Gerald Hansen
Jan and Jeff Otto
Pat and Jack Otto
Jan and Ed Overbeck
Barbara A. Page and Roger J. 

Prior
Richard Pallister and Kathleen A. 

Wight
Anne and Paul V. Pancella
Ann V. and Donald R. Parfet
Michelle Peck and Jerrod Crandall
Joel S. and Donna J. Pennington
Ralph L. Pernice
Karen and David Pettis
Jennifer and Jeffrey M. Pickens
Steven and Emily Pignataro
John D. Pitale
Mary J. and Thomas F. Platte ≈
Edward R. Post
Susan Pritchard and Timothy M. 

Brady
Michael A. and Mary J. Pulford
Shelley Pulliam and Richard J. 

Pulliam, Jr.
John and Carol Rasmussen
Darryl and Christine Rauhoff
Kerith Redburn
Mary Ann Renz
Rollin and Crystal Richman
Leslie T. Ridner, Jr. and Nichole D. 

Ridner
Aaron Riker
Kim and Matt Roberts
Sandra Roethler and Todd C. Alfes
Angela J. Roles
Julie K. Rooney and Robert E. 

Rooney, Jr.
Phyllis A. Rose
David R. and Jean E. Rost
Nancy S. and William Rupp
Kirk and Amy Russell
Renate H. and Robert C. Savage
Sue Schultz
Ken and Gale Schwieterman
Debra M. Scott
Nicole and Rich Scovel
Cathleen J. Search
Erin L. Segar and Cass F. Hettinga
Sandie and Ron Shively

John and Suzanne Shorey
Beth and Corey Shull
Dennis and Peggy Simonovic
Geoffrey R. Smith and Jessica E. 

Rettig
Shannon and Jeremiah Smith
Carol and Robert Snyder
Elaine A. and Paul J. Spitzley
Susan M. Stejskal and Andrew S. 

Rosenbaum
Valorie J. Stephenson
Laura and Randy Stout
Kathryn D. and Bradley J. Sullivan
Tammy and Christopher M. 

Summers
Christine A. and Alan R. Swank
Anca and Armand Tanase
Laura Taylor Kennedy
Shirlee and Josh Taylor
Brenda S. and Randoulph L. 

Teegardin
Alice Telfor and Kent Zappia
Tim Tesar
Lisa A. Thatcher
John Thornton
Daniel K. Toronto and Leah Dodd
Skyler B. and Lauren M. Tripp
Maren S. and Christopher W. Uggen
William M. and Ruth Ann Uggen
Elizabeth J. and Eric J. Ulbrich
Robert D. Ulrich, Jr. and Gail J. 

Ulrich
John and Esther Uramkin
Dinah R. Vaden
Skip J. Van Bloem and Stefanie L. 

Whitmire
Janice Van Der Kley ≈
Roy Van Loo, Jr.
Beverly VanAusdal
Kathy VanDuesen
Marilyn G. VanHare and Terri Bruce
Amy E. and James T. VanHuysen
Craig K. and Holly A. Vestal
Susan L. Vrobel
Josh and Kaitlynn Walker
Melinda Walters
Huimin Wang and Bin Fu
Martha E. Warner
Margie and Steve Weaver
Sue-Ann Welch
Michael E. Wendling
Glenn B. Wengert, Jr. and Nancy 

K. Wengert
Kathryn West-Brandt
Kathryn Westphal
Becky Jean Whitfield
Andrew D. Widner
Ron and Betti Wielenga
Bruce Wiersema
Kathryn Wiersema
James and Heather Wiley
Jane Williamson
Kimberly Wisdorf-Houtkooper 

and Brett Houtkooper
Gerald T. Wojtala, Jr. and Kathleen 

T. Wojtala

Mary F. Wojtala
Sharon and Michael Wood
Shari and Rick Wynsma
Gregory Yeager and Sarah S. 

Roley
Melissa and Matthew V. Zaccheo
Thomas E. and Mary Zavitz
Emil and Ashley Zimmer
Matt and Sara Zuidema

Businesses, 
Foundations & 
Organizations
Corners Limited
Kellogg's Corporate Citizenship 

Fund ≤
Pfizer Foundation
Simons Foundation
Spirit Racing, LLC §
The Miller Foundation
Triple H Farms
Van Beek Natural Science
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
Waterborne Environmental, Inc. ≈ 

Each year, contributions to 
KBS are made in memory of 
or in honor of people whose 
lives have made lasting 
impacts. These gifts have 
been recognized in this list.

In memory of:
◊  Benjamin Skulnick
√  Thomas and Gayle 

Dvorak
‡  Margaret Flach
*  Irene Norton
€  Donald Brandt
●  Delores Smith
ᴓ  Richard Brunt
≈ Joseph Robinson
§  Suzanne Sippel

In honor of:
±  David Dvorak
≤ Judith Geary
+  Nick Tracy

We make every effort to 
ensure all donors are recog-
nized in our annual report. 
If you believe your name 
has been omitted, please 
contact our Development 
Office at (269)671-2444.



COURTESY PHOTOS CREDITED ABOVE

“I found a place where I felt like 
I belonged. The grounds of KBS 
provided a learning experience 

like no place I‘ve ever been.”
CODY BLACK

Alumnus

“KBS brings together like-
minded students in a beautiful, 

unique environment. Forever one 
of my favorite places on earth.”

LAUREN LEE
Alumna

“The KBSers! 
It’s such a 

great 
community.”

MEGHAN DUFFY
Alumna

MICHAEL KUCZYNSKI
Alumnus

SABRINA BROWN
2016 Undergraduate Student

NASH TURLEY
Visiting Postdoctoral Researcher

KATHRYN BLOODWORTH
2016 Undergraduate Student

ANNA GROVES
Visiting Graduate Student

BONNIE MCGILL
Graduate Student

THOMAS KOFFEL
Visiting Graduate Student

CAROL MARBACH
Staff

FRANCES WHALEN
Lab Technician

JACKSON KENNEDY
 2016 Undergraduate Student

WHAT IS SPECIAL TO YOU ABOUT THE LANDS OF KBS?

3700 E. Gull Lake Dr.
Hickory Corners, MI 49060

W.K. Kellogg
Biological Station


