
When Will Keith (W.K.) Kellogg purchased this land on 
the highest point overlooking Gull Lake in the 1920s, he 
envisioned building a summer family retreat surrounded by 
groomed lawns, formal gardens, and large trees. W.K’s success 
with the Kellogg Company, his cereal company in nearby 
Battle Creek, allowed him to create the estate grounds of his 
dreams. His dream landscape was composed of many trees 
and plants not typically found in Michigan and large, mature 
native trees, including an orchard of fruit-bearing trees. 

Today, the W.K. Kellogg Manor House and Estate is part 
of the W.K. Kellogg Biological Station (KBS), Michigan 
State University’s, largest off-campus research facility. The 
grounds provide a quiet place for study and reflection and 
an outdoor classroom for students and staff. Visitors are 
welcome to explore the grounds and learn about ways to 
manage lakeside property. Thanks to the dedication of the 
KBS Grounds Department, the Rose and Thistle Garden Club 
and volunteers, the landscapes are maintained as they were 
planned by W.K. and managed with the environment in mind. 
Careful monitoring and use of mechanical and biological 
inputs minimizes the use of pesticides and fertilizers. 

As you explore the grounds, keep an eye out for six Champion 
Trees of Michigan. These trees are the largest of their species 
within Michigan based on height, crown spread and trunk 
circumference. All six trees are original to the estate.

Informational plaques on many of the trees and within the 
gardens will help you learn more about these plants. The 
formal gardens include over 100 species of perennials. Be 
sure to visit the gardens by the Manor House and the Pergola 
by the lakeside. Also along the lakefront is the Shoreline 
Management Demonstration Area where you can see four 
alternative shoreline landscapes that are designed to reduce 
erosion, provide wildlife habitat and aesthetic beauty.

In 2012, an endowment for the W.K. Kellogg Manor House 
and Estate was created to maintain the Estate and preserve 
its rich history for future generations. Please contact 
givingtokbs@kbs.msu.edu for more information on how  
your gift can help support this property.
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Plant ListPlant List
Apple, Baldwin M-18
Aralia, Fiveleaf G-7
Arborvitae, American G-7 

Q-22
Ash, Green J-22 

Q-18
Ash, Prickly K-8
Ash, White G-16 

R-21
Bald Cypress, 
Common

Q-12

Barberry, Japanese H-9 
P-17

Basswood G-10
Bayberry, Northern P-12
Beech, American L-17 

N-17
Beech, European F-8 

G-9 
K-12 

M-10 
O-13 
0-19

Birch, Paper H-13 
K-19

Birch, River P-11
Black Gum O-9
Boxwood G-9 

H-8 
I-8

Buckeye, Yellow D-5
Buckthorn, Fine Line H-7
Butterfly Bush P-18
Cherry, Black K-11 

S-21
Cherry, Yoshino R-17
Clethera, 
Summersweet

P-17

Coffeetree, Kentucky O-18
Corktree, Amur K-21
Cotoneaster, 
Cranberry

G-8 
H-10 
M-21

Cottonwood, Eastern F-14
Crabapple B-4 

K-13 
L-14

Dogwood, Cornelian 
Cherry

H-5 
M-20 
Q-13

Dogwood, Flowering G-13 
H-11

Dogwood, Grey D-8

Dogwood, Kousa H-7 
K-13

Dogwood, Red Osier Q-13 
R-15

Dogwood, Silky O-9
Elm, American R-20
Elm, Chinese D-7
Elm, Slippery I-17
Euonymus M-20 

P-19
False Cypress,  
Hinoki Dwarf

M-20

False Cypress, Nootka I-10
False Cypress, 
Sawara

H-15 
G-11 
I-18

Filbert, Turkish O-21
Filbert, Contorted 
European

H-7

Fir, Canaan Q-20
Fir, Douglas F-15
Fir, Nikko C-3
Fir, White C-5 

E-17 
H-12

Forsythia, Weeping I-6
Fothergilla, Dwarf H-11 

K-21 
O-19 
P-11

Fringe Tree, Chinese I-15
Ginkgo I-15 

H-17
Golden Chain Tree I-7
Goldenrain Tree D-4 

I-18 
K-19

Grapeholly, Oregon G-11
Hackberry, Common B4

C-6 
E-8

Hawthorn, Pauli 
English

K-22

Hawthorn, 
Washington

O-21

Hemlock, Canada J-7 
K-7

Hibiscus, Rose-of-
Sharon

G-6

Hickory, Pignut I-16
Hickory, Shagbark E-1 

R-19 
S-18

Holly, Meserve N-21 
O-18

Holly, Michigan Q-14
Honeylocust, Imperial N-18
Honeylocust, 
Shademaster

L-21

Honeysuckle, 
Tartarian

B-6

Hophornbeam, 
American

H-5 
I-12

Hornbeam, American J-11 
N-9 
N-11

Hornbeam, Oriental K-21
Horse Chestnut, 
Common

C-4 
D-5

Hydrangea, Bigleaf G-8 
H-10 
H-18

Hydrangea, Climbing G-7 
J-6

Hydrangea, Oakleaf H-9 
G-11 
G-18

Indigobush S-15
Ivy, Boston K-20 

I-11
Jetbead, Black D-2
Johnswort H-7
Juniper, Chinese H-7 

I-15 
K-13

Juniper, Creeping G-13 
H-9 
K-12

Juniper, Japanese K-12 
P-19

Juniper, Savin H-10 
K-19

Katsura C-3 
K-17

Kerria, Japanese K-13
Larch, American M-15
Larch, European L-15
Larch, Japanese H-7 

R-14
Lilac, Common P-12
Lilac, Dwarf H-18 

P-19
Lilac, Japanese H-10
Linden, American B-5 

P-15
Linden, Crimean K-11
Linden, Littleleaf H-13
Locust, Black S-21

Maackia, Amur N-18
Magnolia, Anise N-21
Magnolia, Loebneri H-15
Magnolia, Saucer Q-17
Magnolia, Star G-11
Magnolia, Sweetbay G-11
Maple, Amur J-20
Maple, Fullmoon I-11
Maple, Hedge H-11 

I-16
Maple, Japanese L-21 

M-21 
P-19

Maple, Miyabei K-18
Maple, Nikko R-17
Maple, Norway O-11 

O-15
Maple, Paperbark E-6 

H-9
P-18

Maple, Red H-10 
J-5 
N-9 
P-13

Maple, Silver N-16
Maple, Sugar I-20 

J-16 
K-16 
N-17

Maple, Sycamore P-12
Maple, Three 
Flowered

K-20

Ninebark, Eastern F-5 
R-17

Oak, Chinkapin M-9
Oak, Black L-8 

N-17
Oak, Bur H-16
Oak, Pin I-8 

I-9
Oak, Red D-2 

G-8 
N-17

Oak, Sawtooth G-4 
R-17

Oak, Shingle N-15
Oak, Shumard N-10
Oak, Swamp White P-11
Oak, White G-11 

Q-18
Parrotia, Persian H-7 

L-13
Pear, Chanticleer F-7
Pepperbush, Sweet P-17

Pine, Austrian L-13 
P-16

Pine, Bristlecone N-21
Pine, Eastern White G-11 

G-18 
Q-15

Pine, Lacebark P-17
Pine, Limber O-22
Pine, Japanese Red K-13
Pine, Scotch Q-15 

P-17
Pine, Swiss Stone N-21
Planetree, London D-7 

M-10 
M-22

Potentilla G-13
Redbud, American H-12 

I-5 
L-11

Red Cedar, Eastern G-11 
L-12 
Q-12

Redwood, Dawn Q-13
Rhododendron, 
Catawba

H-8

Rhododendron, PJM H-9 
M-21

Rubber Tree, Hardy H-13
Sassafras, Common M-17
Serviceberry, 
Allegheny

M-20 
P-17

Serviceberry, 
Shadblow

G-10 
H-7 
O-9

Seven-son Flower F-9 
H-7

Smokebush G-7 
G-10

Snowbell, Fragrant K-15
Snowbell, Japanese G-8
Spicebush Q-15
Spirea, Bumalda H-7
Spirea, Japanese I-11
Spirea, Vanhoutte F-5
Spruce, Colorado 
Blue

F-9 
F-13

Spruce, Dwarf  
Globe Bush

L-21 
N-20

Spruce, Hoopsii C-4
Spruce, Norway O-17
Spruce, Pendula K-12
Spruce, Serbian J-11
Stewartia, Japanese J-14 
Stewartia, Korean N-9

Sumac, Fragrant  
Gro-low

Q-13 
Q-14

Sweet Gum, 
American

K-15 
P-11

Tulip Tree D-6
Viburnum, American 
Cranberry

G-12 
Q-12

Viburnum, 
Arrowwood

K-21 
M-20 
Q-12

Viburnum, Black Haw G-10 
Q-12

Viburnum, Burkwood H-9 
L-21 
H-12

Viburnum, Doublefile F-7
Viburnum, Judd D-4

F-8 
G-7

Viburnum, 
Koreanspice

F-6 
G-7

Viburnum, Linden I-10
Viburnum, 
Nannyberry

H-13

Viburnum, Prague I-5
Viburnum, Service L-20
Viburnum, 
Wayfaringtree

C-3 
F-6 
G-11 
L-10 
P-17

Virginia Sweetspire H-7 
I-9

Walnut, Black J-20 
R-18

Walnut, English 
Grafted

F-17 
R-18

Willow, Corkscrew Q-14
Willow, Streamco P-11
Witch Hazel F-9
Yellowwood, 
American

M-12

Yew, Anglojap N-21
Yew, Japanese K-13 

L-21
Zelkova, Japanese Q-19 

Champion Tree
Memorial Planting


