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SO, WHAT DO YOU DO?
I am an evolutionary ecologist,  
someone who studies how populations 
interact with each other and their  
environments, and how they change 
over time. I mostly work with amphibi-
ans and reptiles (herpetology). 

kbs.msu.edu

HOW DID YOU FIND YOUR WAY 
TO THIS CAREER PATH?

WHAT IS A TYPICAL  
DAY LIKE FOR YOU?

Science 
STORIES!

I found my way to my career through college. I 
grew up fascinated with wildlife and animals, but 
never knew that I could study them as a job. In 
college, I took a biology class and my professors 
helped me realize the opportunity for careers  
in science. 

Then, I worked in labs at my college during the 
semester and did internships at other institutions 
during the summer to get experience working  
in the field of science. 

Having good mentors really makes the difference! 

Every day is a different day! I get to do fieldwork, 
lab work, computer work, writing, and talking to 
students and the public. This changes all the time. 
For example, my last field season I spent a month 
in Ecuador doing fieldwork. Every day was spent in 
the field collecting data. Then, I spent the next few 
months doing lab work for the samples. 

Now, I am working on the computer to analyze 
data, write up my projects into papers, and talk to 
students and the public about my science. My day-
to-day tasks change all the time and just depend 
on what stage of a project I’m on. 

“It’s research like mine that helps us understand 

how amphibians handle a changing environment.”
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